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EDITORIAL
The	Year	 2015	 showed	 that	 we	 are	 on	 the	 right	 track	
and	 even	 though	 our	 projects	 are	 progressing	 in	 small	
steps,	 they	 are	 coming	 along	 nicely.	We	 are	 grateful	 for	
the	generous	financial	support	from	our	donors,		but	also	
for	the	impressive	commitment	of	our	local	helpers.	Our	
philosophy	is	to	first	and	foremost	support	projects	that	
have	been	initiated	by	local	residents.	This	way	we	can	rely	
on	the	continued	commitment	to	the	projects	from	those	
local	residents,	because	they	have	a	vivid	interest	in	seeing	
their	visions	come	to	life.

A	 good	example	 for	 this	 philosophy	 are	 the	 villagers	of	
Bech	Khlok,	who	had	a	vision	three	years	ago	to	give	their	
children	 the	 chance	 to	 a	 better	 future.	With	 very	 little	
resources	 available	 they	 built	 two	makeshift	 classrooms	
and	two	men	began	to	teach	the	children.	Later	Sopheap	
joined,	and	took	on	leading	the	school.	Despite	the	limited	
pay	from	the	school	community	he	had	an	impact	that	far	
exceeded	 expectations.	 However,	 to	 provide	meaningful	
education	was	very	difficult	as	they	were	lacking	a	lot	of	
school	materials.

While	 the	 residents	 of	 Bech	 Khlok	 worried	 about	 the	
future	of	 their	 children,	 I	 got	 to	 know	Heang,	 a	 young	
teacher	 from	 Battambang.	 In	 his	 free	 time	 he	 would	
craft	 paper	 lanterns,	 sell	 them	 and	 use	 the	 proceeds	 to	
buy	 stationary	 for	 the	 children	 of	 Bech	 Khlok.	When	
buying	one	of	his	 lanterns	we	started	to	talk	and	this	 is	
how	I	became	aware	of	the	school	and	the	difficult	living	
conditions	in	Bech	Khlok.

Behind	the	projects	The People of Bech Khlok	and	Countryside 
Class	 stand	 the	 visions	 of	 Cambodians	 to	 lead	 their	
country	to	a	better	future.	We	will	be	actively	supporting	
them	and	are	convinced	that	 together	we	can	achieve	a	
lasting	improvement	of	the	living	conditions	of	many	of	the	
poorest	families	in	Cambodia.

Andrea	Paulich
Gründerin von Seed of Small Beginnings

Picture:  March 2015 in Bech Khlok
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GOALS
The	goal	of	Seed of Small Beginnings	is	to	achieve	a	lasting	
improvement	of	the	 living	standards	of	suffering	children	
and	their	families	in	Cambodia,	and	to	make	a	meaningful	
and	 lasting	contribution	to	the	reduction	of	poverty	and	
misery	 in	 the	World.	 In	 particular	 we	 aim	 to	 improve	
education,	hygiene	and	health	care.

Seed of Small Beginnings	 is	 working	 closely	 with	 local	
communities	 in	order	 to	ensure	 the	sustainability	of	 the	
projects.	We	prioritise	projects	which	have	been	initiated	
by	local	residents.

PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES
In	 2015,	 Seed of Small Beginnings	 focused	 two	 projects	
involving	two	schools:

•	 Countryside Class	in	Batambang

•	 Primarschule	in	Bech	Khlok	

The	 projects	 at	 the	 Countryside Class	 in	 the	 Regional	
Capitol	 of	 Battambang	mainly	 consisted	of	 building	 the	
the	library	as	well	as	the	support	of	other,	already	active	
projects.	In	Bech	Khlok	we	focused	on	the	renovation	of	
the	primary	school.	This	also	included	improving	general	
living	standards	for	the	students,	primarily	in	the	areas	of	
hygiene	and	health	care.	

In	detail,	the	following	projects	were	conducted	by	Seed	
of	Small Beginnings	in	2015:

The following annual report describes 
the activities of Seed of Small Beginnings 
between the 1st of January and the 
31st of December 2015. 
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The	 Countryside Class	 located	 in	 a	 suburb	 of	
Battambang	was	founded	by	a	local	tuktuk	driver.	
Today	 the	 school	 offers	 free	 classes	 in	 English,	
Traditional	Dance	and	Art	to	80	children	from	the	
neighbourhood.
Seed of Small Beginnings	supported	the	Countryside 
Class	 in	2015	by	building	a	new	 library,	donating	
illustrated	children's	books	in	the	English	language	
as	well	as	multiple	children's,	young	adult	and	adult	
books	in	the	national	Khmer	language.	The	library	

facilitates	 studying	 for	 students	 and	 the	 whole	
community	because	it	is	open	to	everyone.
Seed of Small Beginnings	 also	 ran	 a	 few	 smaller	
projects	together	with	the	villagers.	For	example,	
creating	 photo	 stories	 in	 English.	 To	 support	
the	 day	 to	 day	 teaching	 activities,	 Seed of Small 
Beginnings	also	organised	volunteers.
Lastly,	 Seed of Small Beginnings	 supports	 the	
Countryside Class	financially,	i.e.	teacher’s	salaries.

COUNTRYSIDE CLASS
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BECH KHLOK PRIMARY SCHOOL
The	people	of	Bech	Khlok,	a	small	settlement	in	Western	
Cambodia,	still	do	not	have	any	access	to	clean	water,	
electricity	 or	medical	 aid	 during	 the	 rain	 season	 (4-5	
months	per	annually).	Despite	the	efforts	of	the	locals,	
the	existing	primary	school	was	in	poor	condition.	

This	 is	why	Seed of Small Beginnings	 firstly	 provided	 a	
range	of	educational	materials,	and	a	small	library	in-a-
box.	Furthermore,	Seed of Small Beginnings	contributed	
to	the	improvement	of	the	hygiene	situation	by	donating	
toothbrushes	for	the	students	and	a	first	aid	kit	for	the	
school.

Then,	 the	 existing	 classrooms	 were	 temporarily	
renovated	 with	 materials	 provided	 by	 Seed of Small 

Beginnings.	While	 this	 took	 place,	 plans	 were	 already	
being	made	to	extend	the	school	by	an	extra	classroom,	
the	building	of	which	was	expected	to	start	in	the	near	
future.

With	regards	to	the	general	living	standards,	conversations	
with	 villagers	 showed	 that	 the	 lack	 of	 clean	 drinking	
water	was	the	most	important	problem	that	they	were	
facing.	In	the	following	months,	Seed of Small Beginnings	
researched	different	ways	to	fix	this	and	came	up	with	a	
concept	that	will	be	implemented	in	2016.
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PUPLIC RELATIONS
For	an	organisation	which	 is	mainly	financed	 through	
private	donations,	a	public	appearance	in	traditional	and	
social	media	is	essential.	In	this	area	too,		Seed of Small 
Beginnings	can	look	back	on	a	successful	year:

•	 Website,	Blog	and	Newsletter

The	existing	website	was	upgraded	in	2015	and	a	blog	was	
added	which	is	also	available	as	a	newsletter.	

•	 Social	Media

Seed of Small Beginnings	is	present	in	social	media	such	
as	Facebook,	Instagram	and	Vimeo.

Through	the	blog/newsletter	we	can	ensure	that	there	
are	 regular	 posts	 in	 social	 media,	 so	 that	 interested	
readers	can	always	stay	up	to	date	with	the	activities	of	
Seed of Small Beginnings.
	
Lastly,	 the	 activities	 of	 Seed of Small Beginnings	 were	
promoted	through	presentations	in	Switzerland	(Staefa,	
and	a	Private	School	in	Zurich)	as	well	as	New	Zealand	
(Devonport/Auckland).
	
Through	 its	 public	 relations	 activities,	 Seed of Small 
Beginnings	 managed	 to	 increase	 its	 public	 profile,	
maintain	relationships	with	existing	donors,	build	new	
relationships,	 and	 gain	 further	 donations	 towards	 its	
projects.
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WORK WITH  
OTHER ORGANISATIONS
Although	Seed of Small Beginnings,	founded	in	2014,	
is	a	fairly	new	non-profit	organisation,	we	were	able	
to	 already	 establish	 contact	 with	 multiple	 other	
charities.	 Some	of	 these	partnerships	have	 already	
resulted	in	new,	partly	shared,	projects:

•	 The Pollination Project
The American organisation The Pollination 
Project supports many small projects in 
the early development stages. Through its 
generous support, Seed of Small Beginnings 
was able to renovate the second classroom 
in the Bech Khlok Primary School and 
provide basic teaching materials. 

•	 ONG AVEC – Aide Volontaire aux  
Enfants du Cambodge
This	Swiss-French-Cambodian	non-profit	asso-
ciation	 is	 an	 organisation,	 which	 mainly	 fights	
child	 trafficking	 and	 facilitates	 apprenticeships	
for	young	girls	 to	become	taylors.	 In	our	first	
project	together,	we	made	school	bags	for	the	
Primary	School	in	Bech	Khlok.

ONG AVEC	will	 also	offer	 students	 a	one	year	
training	 to	 become	 a	 taylor	 after	 they	 finish	
primary	school.	ONG AVEC	is	important	to	Seed 
of Small Beginnings	 as	 they	help	us	 in	working	
against	child	trafficking.	

•	 KAPE – Kampuchean Action for Primary 
Education
The	goal	of	this	initiative	is	to	improve	primary	
school	 education	 in	 Cambodia.	 Seed of Small 
Beginnings	 was	 able	 to	 get	 an	 impressive	
donation	of	 illustrated	children’s	books	 in	 the	
English	language	for	the	Countryside Class.

The	 close	 cooperations	 with	 other	 non-profit	
organisations	helps Seed of Small Beginnings	to	learn	
from	their	experiences,	to	make	optimal	use	of	the	
deployed	materials	and	to	optimise	the	sustainability	
of	our	various	projects.
	
Seed of Small Beginnings	was	 also	 able	 to	 establish	
valuable	new	contacts	to	other	local	organisations,	
in	particular	to		solve	the	water	issues	in	Bech	Khlok.		
The	exchanges	with	the	US	Organisations	Trailblazer 
Foundation	 and	 Resource Development International 
Cambodia,	as	well	as	with	the	Australian	Foundation	
Opportunity Cambodia	 were	 especially	 important,	
as	we	could	 identify	 an	appropriate	 technology	 to	
purify	drinking	water	for	a	rural	area	such	as	Bech	
Khlok.
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THANK YOU!

Seed of Small Beginnings would like to express its 
gratitude to all who made our various projects possible 
with their donations, large or small.  Furthermore, 
the grants we received in 2015 from other non-profit 
organisations were equally indispensable for the success 
of many of our projects. 

In	addition,	Seed of Small Beginnings	would	also	like	to	thank	
everyone	who	has	donated	items,	in	particular	the	generous	
book	 donation	 by	 Swiss School Singapore.	 Every	 donated	
book	in	the	hands	of	a	Cambodian	is	visible	proof	of	the	
solidarity	of	people	all	over	the	world.

Furthermore,	 the	 immaterial	 support	 provided	 is	 vitally	
important	for	Seed of Small Beginnings.	Without	the	many	
selfless	helpers,	such	as	the	locals	lending	a	hand	to	inter-
national	 supporters	 or	 the	 students	 from	 Terra Nova in	
Küsnacht	Switzerland	who	collect	donations	and	distribute	
information	material	in	their	spare	time,	the	success	of	our	
projects	would	not	have	been	possible.	

ÅKHUN, MERCI, THANKS, DANKE  …
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Balance January 2015

Account	Balance			....................................................	 	268	USD	

Revenues

Donations	...................................................................	 6.170	USD

Grants	for	Projects	in	Bech	Khlok*	.....................	 8.300	USD

Total Revenues 14.738 USD

Expenses

Countryside Class
Running	Costs	(Salaries,	Lease	of	Land)...............	 1.800	USD
Furniture			..................................................................	 836	USD
School	Material,	Books	............................................	 178	USD

Total	Countryside	Class	 2.814	USD

Bech Khlok
Renovation		.................................................................	 1.333	USD
Hygiene&First	Aid	......................................................	 110	USD
Furniture	......................................................................		 172	USD
School	Material,	Books	.............................................	 711	USD
Transport,	Miscellaneous	..........................................	 212	USD

Total	Bech	Khlok	 2.538	USD

Travel Costs
Accommodation,	Visa	................................................	 154	USD

Seed Material
T-Shirts,	Cutter	...........................................................	 76	USD

Total Expenses 2015  5.582 USD

Balance December 2015	 9.156	USD
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OUTLOOK
On the last day of 2015, Seed of Small Beginnings 
received the news of a very generous donation for 
the extension of the Bech Khlok Primary School. 
In addition to the school renovation, we are also 
planning further improvements in hygiene, such 
as the availability of water filters.

For the Countryside Class we have planned to 
create a part-time librarians job.

Last but not least, it is planned to found a non-
profit association in Switzerland to further raise 
Seed's profile and  level of awareness. 
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Picture: Extension Primary School Bech Khlok

* Grants from American The Pollination Project Foundation and 
the Swiss Foundation Batulong for the renovation and extension 
of the school in Bech Khlok.



SWITZERLAND
Heidenmösliweg	3
CH-8713	Uerikon

NEW ZEALAND
45	Abbotsford	Tce
Devonport	0624	
Auckland,	New	Zealand

WEBSITE
www.seedbeginnings.com

EMAIL
seed_beginning@hotmail.com


